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Background 

 2008: Blue Ribbon Commission for Health 
Care Reform 
 Recommended creation of a statewide data 

warehouse 

 2010: Legislation creating APCD enacted  
 2012: Data collection began 
 2014: Consumer facing website goes live 

 



Public Orientation from the Outset 

  Statutory requirements 
APCD to be available to the public. 
Data to be presented in a consumer friendly 

manner. 
 Diverse stakeholder participation in its creation 
Advisory group 
Data Release Review Committee 

 



APCD website: www.comedprice.org 



State Costs and Utilization 



The APCD in Policy-Making 

 Department of Insurance (DOI) 
  Geographic cost variations to help determine rating 

areas for rate review  
  Cost of prescription drugs 
  Trend analysis for hospital services, office visits,  

ambulatory care and other services as a benchmark for 
rate review  

 State Health Care Cost Containment Commission 
 Cost and utilization trends 

 



Medical Services Prices 



Focus Group Feedback 

 Webpage and included information is 
highly valuable 

 Key tools 
 Summary table 
 Price calculator 

 But the information can be overwhelming 
 Help functions 
 Streamlined “emergency” version  

 



Upcoming Additions to the APCD 

 More medical services  
 

 More quality measurements 
 

 Prices for services at non-hospital facilities 
 

 Comparisons by payer type (separating Medicaid 
and commercial claims) 
 

 More dental claim payers 
 

 Data from self-insured employers 



Challenges and Opportunities 

 Sustainability 
 Access and affordability for advocates 

 Cost 
 Technical support 

 Consumer focus groups to ensure ease of use 
 Incorporation of quality data 


	The Colorado APCD
	Background
	Public Orientation from the Outset
	APCD website: www.comedprice.org
	State Costs and Utilization
	The APCD in Policy-Making
	Medical Services Prices
	Focus Group Feedback
	Upcoming Additions to the APCD
	Challenges and Opportunities

